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What is the Day of the Lord?

The great and ter ri ble day of the Lord is surely com ing; a day
that is great for be liev ers but one that is ter ri ble for the un saved.
What is sig nifi cant about this day?

The word “day” in di cates that time is sig nifi cant in the an swer
to this ques tion. In Greek, time is de fined by two words, chronos and
kairos. Chronos de notes a space of se quen tial meas ures of time that
make up an age or du ra tion, whether large or small. Kairos de fines
an ep och or spe cific time at which some thing takes place. When we
con sider the day of the Lord, we dis cover that both defi ni tions are
ap pli ca ble.

This won der ful day has a “kai ros” be gin ning, and it will take
place over an in defi nite “chro nos” pe riod of time.

The day of the Lord be gins at a spe cific time that is known
only to God. It will be gin at ex actly the mo ment He has cho sen; it
takes place at the re turn of Christ! Both of our Lord’s ad vents were
pre de ter mined to oc cur at pre cise times cho sen by God.

The events that fol low His re turn, which com plete the day of
the Lord, are events that mark the pass ing away of one era of his tory
and the ush er ing in of a new era.

The pur pose of this tract is to stress the vi tal im por tance of be -
ing fully pre pared for this day of tran si tion.

Events that Lead to the
Day of the Lord

The fol low ing are four im por tant events that must take place
be fore the day of the Lord ar rives.

1. World wide Wit ness of the Gos pel

Since the day of Pen te cost, in obe di ence to the Lord’s com -
mand, be liev ers have pro claimed the gos pel, bear ing wit ness of the
love and mercy of God in many lands. How ever, the Lord has de -
clared that every na tion will wit ness the gos pel of His king dom be -
fore He re turns.

1



This gos pel of the king dom shall be preached in the whole
world as a tes ti mony to all the na tions, and then the end shall
come. (Mat thew 24:14)

The Fa ther has given His Son an in heri tance of souls from
every na tion, in clud ing Is lamic lands (Psalms 2:8; Hag gai 2:6-7).

While Sa tan is not dis turbed by an ane mic so cial gos pel, he is
ve he mently op posed to the gos pel when preached and dem on strated
in its ful ness. For this rea son, as the pres ent age comes to a close he
will cause a time of grow ing dark ness and per se cu tion of be liev ers to 
take place. In re sponse, the Lord will mani fest His power and glory
in the church, as the full gos pel is pro claimed to bring in a boun ti ful
har vest of souls. The fol low ing scrip ture de scribes this in gath er ing.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord
has risen upon you. For be hold, dark ness will cover the earth
and deep dark ness the peo ples; but the Lord will arise upon
you and His glory will ap pear upon you. Na tions will come to
your light, and kings to the bright ness of your ris ing. (Isaiah
60:1-3)

The five Ara bic names listed in verses six and seven of this
chap ter point to a har vest from Is lamic lands.

The church age has ex pe ri enced many visi ta tions of the Lord,
where His pres ence (pa rou sia) has brought great re viv als, both to lo -
cali ties and to na tions. How ever, the visi ta tion of the Lord at the
clos ing of this age of grace will be, by far, the great est of all. I be lieve 
it will be ful fill ment of the Feast of Tab er na cles. God will use the ad -
vance tech nolo gies of com mu ni ca tion and dis play of in for ma tion of
that par ticu lar time. The deep en ing dark ness in the world means that
the har vest will be gath ered in through much tribu la tion and spiri tual 
war fare against forces of evil. Nev er the less the sov er eignty of God
reigns over all, and He will ac com plish His pur pose.

2. The Sal va tion of Is rael

A sig nifi cant hap pen ing in the end time har vest will be the sal -
va tion of Is rael (Ro mans 11:25-27). This spiri tual phe nome non of
God’s grace takes place in stages over a pe riod of time.

• The na tion of Is rael came into be ing in 1948.
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• Af ter a pe riod of war fare with Arab na tions, Je ru sa lem be came 
a part of Is rael.

• Jews be gan re turn ing to Is rael from the na tions to which they
had been scat tered.

• There is an in creas ing wit ness of the mes si ah ship of Christ by
a grow ing number of con gre ga tions of Spirit filled believers in 
Is rael.

• The era of great tribu la tion, that is yet to come in its ful ness, is
spo ken of as “the time of Ja cob’s trou ble.” Is rael will be per se -
cuted by many na tions. To honor His own name, God will de -
liver Is rael from her ene mies. He will visit Is rael by a great
out pour ing of His Spirit and grace. Is rael will then rec og nize
their Mes siah and em brace the cove nant with Him that they re -
jected two thou sand years ago (Zechariah 12:9-13; He brews
8:8-13). Je sus will be the Shep herd over one flock made up of
Jew ish and Gen tile be liev ers (John 10:16).

3. Dark ness and Glory

Suf fer ing and per se cu tion play an im por tant role in the pur -
pose of God for the church. Af flu ence and so cial ac cep tance have
his tori cally weak ened the spiri tual life of be liev ers; on the other
hand, per se cu tion, tribu la tion and even mar tyr dom have given rise to 
re viv als of right eous ness. Per se cu tion brings pu rity! When God’s
peo ple re pent and cry out to Him for de liv er ance from forces of evil,
He hears and comes in re vival power. God’s an swer to dark ness in
the world is His glory ris ing upon the church.

Noth ing is as im por tant to suc cess in evan gel ism as the mani -
fested love and power of God. His glory ex presses His char ac ter. He
is com pas sion ate, gra cious, full of mercy and truth, slow to an ger,
for giv ing and just (Exo dus 34:6-7). These are the di vine in gre di ents
that equip be liev ers to be come in ter ces sors and la bor ers in the har -
vest fields. Such vir tues are es sen tial since so much of the end time
har vest will be made up of the dis eased, poor, op pressed, crip pled,
blind and lame of the na tions (Luke 14:21-23). The day of the Lord
will be a time of judg ment, but dur ing the har vest, mercy will tri -
umph over judg ment. The gos pel of the king dom will re place the
“user friendly” gos pel that is so com mon to day.

3



The great tribu la tion pe riod will be a time of di vine res to ra tion
of the church, a time when the bride pre pares her self for her soon-
 coming Bride groom. The re turn of Christ does not take place un til
the pe riod of res to ra tion of all things (Acts 3:21). The early church is
the model for res to ra tion. Je sus must be come cen tral in eve ry thing!
The goal of re stored body min is try is not sim ply to have more mani -
fes ta tions of spiri tual gifts and min is tries; it is to ex pe ri ence the re al -
ity of Christ’s lord ship and head ship in the church. Je sus Him self,
not min is try, must come to have first place in eve ry thing, for it is in
the head of the body, not in the mem bers, where the ful ness of God
dwells (Co los sians 1:18-19). We are hid den with Christ in God, and
as we stay hid den He will be seen.

As His Lord ship is es tab lished in in di vid ual lives, His head -
ship over the church will be come evi dent.1 In ti macy with Je sus will
bring new re lease in prayer and wor ship as well as new un der stand -
ing of how to do church. Small groups will flour ish.

The Lord will ex pose the de cep tion of New Age mys ti cism.
He will break the power of re lig ious spir its, es pe cially the spirit of
Jeze bel.2 He will move to es tab lish trans par ency and ac count abil ity
in lead ers. Godly eld er ships will emerge.3 The Lord is more in ter -
ested in char ac ter than in cha risma. Lo cal churches will be gin to re -
late through the min is tries of proph ets and apos tles.

Cer tain prac tices that have been com mon for gen era tions will
lose their rele vancy, such as ti tles, of fices and man- centered re lig -
ious spheres which have di vided the body of Christ. The Lord’s
prayer for unity in His body will be an swered (John 17:22-23). The
Lord will re store His church to a united, liv ing or gan ism in the Holy
Spirit with free dom for each mem ber to serve. Young peo ple will be
anointed for serv ice (Psalm 110:1-3). The min is try of angels will be
evi dent from time to time.

Those who have no heart for God will fall away, even while
mul ti tudes are be ing saved. Dark ness and glory at the same time!

Some may find it dif fi cult to re al ize that church res to ra tion
will take place dur ing times of per se cu tion and tribu la tion. One rea -
son for such dif fi culty comes from fail ing to un der stand God’s pur -
pose for the last days of this age of grace.
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A new teach ing on es cha tol ogy emerged over the past cen tury
that has in flu enced churches pri mar ily in the West. It teaches that the
church will be caught away (rap tured) be fore the great tribu la tion
be gins. Spe cifi cally, the Lord Je sus will re turn twice; first, to catch
away all be liev ers, and then af ter the tribu la tion, He will re turn again 
to judge the world.

This teach ing has done great dis serv ice to the pur pose of God
for the last days, since it re moves the need for be liev ers to pre pare
them selves as over com ers to en dure the evil that they will face. We
are called to be over com ers; and we are called to gain the glory of our 
Lord Je sus Christ (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:13-14).

Glory comes from godly char ac ter that has been proven
through suf fer ing and en dur ance (Ro mans 8:17-18; James 1:2-4; 2
Cor in thi ans 4:17; 1 Pe ter 4:12-13). Christ suf fered for us, and He left 
us an ex am ple of how we are to fol low in His steps (1 Pe ter 2:24).

He who over comes will in herit these things, and I will be his
God and he will be My son. (Reve la tion 21:7)

Be liev ers in past gen era tions have suf fered for Christ; why
should the church of to day be ex empt?

4. The An ti christ

Scrip ture is very clear that the day of the Lord will not take
place un til af ter the an ti christ, the man of law less ness, is re vealed.

Let no one in any way de ceive you, for it (the day of the Lord)
will not come un less the apos tasy comes first and the man of
law less ness is re vealed, the son of de struc tion. (2 Thes sa lo ni -
ans 2:3)

The spirit of an ti christ has been mani fest though out the
church age in many in di vidu als. How ever, the great est mani fes ta tion 
of evil power and de cep tion by Sa tan will oc cur in a man of law less -
ness dur ing the close of this age.

Chil dren, it is the last days; and just as you have heard that an -
ti christ is com ing . . . . (1 John 2:18)

Noth ing takes place with out God’s per mis sion. He will use the
an ti christ in His strat egy of har vest. Tares have al ways ex isted
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among the good grain. They have never been re moved in past re -
vivals. How ever, in the fi nal har vest, God is go ing to gather out the
tares from His king dom (Mat thew 13:37-43). This will take place
be fore the Lord re turns to har vest the church (Mat thew 13:30). All
who ex ist among the right eous, but who are false breth ren, stum bling 
blocks who com mit law less ness, will be gath ered out for de struc tion.

The Lord ac com plishes this sepa ra tion by al low ing all who
will not re ceive the truth and be saved, to be de ceived by the false
signs and won ders that Sa tan will mani fest through the an ti christ.

Then the law less one will be re vealed . . . that is, the one (an ti -
christ) whose com ing is in ac cord with the ac tiv ity of Sa tan,
with all power and signs and false won ders, and with the de -
cep tion of wick ed ness for those who per ish, be cause they did
not re ceive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this rea -
son God will send upon them a de lud ing in flu ence so that
they will be lieve what is false, in or der that they all may be
judged who did not be lieve the truth, but took pleas ure in wick -
ed ness. (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:8-12)

Re moval of the tares will pu rify the church!

God ini ti ates the events that will lead to reve la tion of the an ti -
christ when He di rects the arch an gel, Mi chael, to wage war with Sa -
tan in the heav ens (Dan iel 12:1; Reve la tion 12:7-12). The
con se quence of this war fare is that Sa tan and his an gels are cast out
of heaven onto the earth. The spir its of ac cu sa tion, con dem na tion,
de cep tion, de pres sion, etc., that mark Sa tan’s pres ence and ac tiv ity
in the heav ens will no long be over the church. The mys tery of law -
less ness is no longer in the heav ens; it is on earth. The heav ens will
then be clear and open be tween the Lord and His peo ple. Great
power will rest upon the church, while great tribu la tion will en com -
pass the earth from the wrath of Sa tan, who knows that he has but a
short time.

In his sec ond epis tle to Thes sa lonica, Paul ex plains how the
evil, re strain ing in flu ence by Sa tan in the heav ens is brought down to 
earth, and is mani fest through Sa tanic im par ta tion in the an ti christ.4
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Let us ex am ine verses 6, 7 and 8 of chap ter 2 of Paul’s let ter to
bet ter un der stand this mys tery of law less ness. In verse 6, the Greek
text does not con tain the word “him.” This verse reads as fol lows: 

And you know what re strains now, so that in his time he may
be re vealed.

There is noth ing in the Greek text or gram mar that pre vents the 
one re strain ing from also be ing the one who is re vealed. The verb
“re strains” re fers to Sa tan’s evil re straint of be liev ers by spir its of ac -
cu sa tion, de cep tion, con dem na tion, etc. Hav ing been cast down to
the earth, Sa tan will im part His evil na ture into the an ti christ in or der
to de ceive as many as pos si ble. In heaven, Sa tan was in visi ble; now
he will be physi cally visi ble as the an ti christ. He will dis play him self 
as be ing God, and in flu ence po liti cal, eco nomic and re lig ious
spheres world wide.

In verse 7, two Greek words are mis trans lated in some Bi bles.
The Greek word, gi no mai, which means “to come into be ing” or “to
be come” is some times trans lated “taken.” The Greek word, mesos,
which means “in the midst,” is some times trans lated as “way”! This
verse is cor rectly trans lated as fol lows:

For the mys tery of law less ness is al ready at work, only he who
now re strains will do so until he comes to be out of the midst.

Verse 8 con tin ues as fol lows:

Then the law less one will be re vealed whom the Lord will slay
with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the ap -
pear ance of His com ing.

In other words, the re strain ing in flu ence of Sa tan’s law less -
ness in the heav ens will con tinue un til he and his an gels are cast
down to earth. Then, out of the midst of the peo ple, into a man cho -
sen by him, Sa tan will im part his evil power and law less ness. It will
mark a time of deep en ing dark ness that will be cut short by the re turn 
of Christ.

The fol low ing are some scrip tures de scrib ing the evil power
and de cep tion of an ti christ that will take place be fore the re turn of
Christ: Dan iel 7:19-25; Mat thew 24:21-26; Reve la tion 12:12-13,
13:11-18. This will be a time of test ing that sepa rates the wicked
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from the right eous and tares from the good grain. It is a time that be -
liev ers to day must pre pare them selves for.

Those who have in sight will shine brightly like the bright ness
of the ex panse of heaven, and those who lead the many to
right eous ness, like the stars for ever. (Dan iel 12:3)

Many will be purged, pu ri fied and re fined, but the wicked will
act wick edly; and none of  the wicked will un der stand, but
those who have in sight will un der stand. (Dan iel 12:10)

Whether by life or death, the right eous will over come!

And they over came him (an ti christ) be cause of the blood of the 
Lamb and be cause of the word of their tes ti mony, and they did
not love their life even when faced with death. (Reve la tion
12:11)

Signs of Christ’s Return

There are four spe cific char ac ter is tics that will dis tin guish the
re turn of Christ. These four dis tinc tions were re vealed through the
words of two an gels who ap peared to the dis ci ples at the Lord’s as -
cen sion to heaven.

. . . this Je sus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go
into heaven. (Acts 1:11)

From their words, the fol low ing four truths be come ob vi ous:

• The Lord as cended to heaven in a glo ri fied body; He will re -
turn in the same body. He will not re turn as an in visi ble Spirit
be ing.

• His as cen sion was visi ble. He is not com ing back in se cret; His 
re turn will be visi ble to all.

Be hold, He is com ing with the clouds, and every eye will see
Him . . . (Reve la tion 1:7)

• He as cended to heaven in the clouds, and He will re turn in the
clouds (Mat thew 24:30; Dan iel 7:13; Reve la tion 14:14, 16).
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• The pres ence and min is try of an gels ac com pa nied His as cen -
sion; His re turn will also take place with the min is try of an gels
(Mark 13:24-27; 1 Thes sa lo ni ans 4:16-17; Mat thew 24:31).

There is no sug ges tion of a se cret, in visi ble re turn of Christ to
catch away be liev ers, that will be fol lowed by a sec ond re turn to
judge the na tions. There is but one re turn of Christ!

On the is land of Pat mos the Lord re vealed to John, the apos tle,
de tails of things that would oc cur in the fu ture.

. . . come up here, and I will show you what must take place af -
ter these things. (Reve la tion 4:1)

What was re vealed to John, as re corded in the next ten chap ters 
of Reve la tion, is not one se quen tial chro nol ogy of events; rather, it is
three dif fer ent sce nar ios of what is tak ing place at the time of Christ’s 
re turn. Ap par ently three sce nar ios are re quired to fully de scribe the
hor rific con di tions that will face in habi tants of the earth. First of all,
there are the con se quences of Sa tan’s wrath, his de cep tions and per -
se cu tion of men, es pe cially of Is rael and the church. Sec ondly, there
are judg ments by the Lord’s an gels to give man kind a last op por tu -
nity to re pent and be saved. Mercy is still be ing of fered, for the
Lord’s wrath does not be gin un til He has re turned. Let us ex am ine
each sce nario.

Sce nario #1

The first sce nario is con tained in chap ters 6 and 7. The Lord’s
return is pictured in Reve la tion 7:9, 14. A mul ti tude so large that no
one could count it, taken from every na tion on earth, can only re fer to 
the church.

Verse 14 re veals the con di tions that ex ist for be liev ers at the
time of Christ’s re turn.

These are the ones who come out of the great tribu la tion.

It is quite clear that the church will be rap tured out of the great
tribu la tion, and not be fore it takes place (Mat thew 24:21-30).

Sce nario #2

The sec ond sce nario is re corded in chap ters 8-11 of Reve la -
tion. It re veals vivid sym bolic de tails of seven an gels of God who
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blow trum pets of judg ment. God pro tects His peo ple (Reve la tion
9:4). Blow ing of the sev enth, or last, trum pet sig nals the re turn of
Christ. When Je sus re turns in His glory, be liev ers will be caught up
and re vealed with Him in glory. They will have be come like Him
(Co los sians 3:4). Thus, the mys tery of God will be fin ished. The re -
turn of Christ is ex pressed as fol lows:

But in the days of the voice of the sev enth an gel, when he is
about to sound, the mys tery of God is fin ished as He preached
to His ser vants, the proph ets. (Reve la tion 10:7)

Then the sev enth an gel sounded; and there were loud voices
in heaven, say ing, “The king dom of the world has be come the
king dom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign for -
ever and ever.” (Reve la tion 11:15)

In a mo ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trum pet; for
the trum pet will sound, and the dead will be raised im per ish -
able, and we will be changed. (1 Cor in thi ans 15:52)

For the Lord Him self will de scend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the arch an gel and with the trum pet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive
and re main will be caught up to gether with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall al ways be with the
Lord. (1 Thes sa lo ni ans 4:16-17)

Sce nario #3

The third sce nario de scribes this unique pe riod of time in
chap ters 12, 13 and 14:1-16. The pri mary em pha sis of this sce nario
is the im por tance of be liev ers re sist ing the temp ta tions of an ti christ
(Reve la tion 13:7-18; 14:12-13). It is a time that calls for the saints to
ex er cise and per se vere in their faith (Reve la tion 14:12).

The re turn of Christ is pic tured in the fol low ing scrip ture:

Then I looked and be held, a white cloud, and sit ting on the
cloud was one like a son of man, hav ing a golden crown on His 
head and a sharp sickle in His hand. And an other an gel came
out of the tem ple, cry ing with a loud voice to Him who sat on
the cloud, “Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap
has come be cause the har vest of the earth is ripe.” Then He
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who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the
earth was reaped. (Reve la tion 14:14-16)

These three sce nar ios jointly pro vide vivid de tails of the cli -
mac tic events that bring the day of the Lord to pass. It is vi tal that be -
liev ers pre pare them selves to over come and be ready for their Lord’s 
re turn.

The Day of the Lord

Al though not lim ited to four, the day of the Lord is pri mar ily
an ep och of four di vinely im por tant hap pen ings, out of which the
pur pose of God will flow into the ages to come. How we might in ter -
pret this fu ture flow of events is really un im por tant; what is im por -
tant, is be ing pre pared for the fol low ing four events of the “day of the 
Lord.”

1. The Fire of Judg ment

In the days of Noah, God judged the first world by wa ter, but
He has de clared that the pres ent heav ens and earth are re served for
fire, kept for the day of judg ment and de struc tion of un godly men (2
Pe ter 3:4-7).

Our God is a con sum ing fire; Je sus told His dis ci ples that He
had come to cast fire upon the earth (Luke 12:19).

Christ died for the sins of all man kind. How ever, only those
who re pent and re ceive His for give ness will en ter into eter nal life
with Him. Those who re ject Him will ex pe ri ence a ter ri fy ing judg -
ment and fury of a fire that will con sume them (He brews 10:26-27).
This be gins on the day of the Lord. They will be judged for their sins
and even tu ally cast into the fires of hell.

Sa tan and his an gels will be cast into the lake of fire.

All the works of God’s chil dren, not their sal va tion, but what
they have built dur ing their lives on earth, will be tested by the fire of
God. Wood, hay or straw will be burned up, while gold sil ver and
pre cious stones will sur vive and bring a reward (1 Cor in thi ans
3:11-15). Eve ry one will be salted by fire (Mark 9:49). The prophet
Isaiah de clared that:
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Only the right eous will be able to live with the con tin ual burn -
ing. (Isaiah 33:14)

The fol low ing are some scrip tures that de scribe the fire of
God’s wrath and judg ment: Reve la tion 14:17-20, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19;
2 Thes sa lo ni ans 1:5-10; Isaiah 2:7-21, 24:1-21; Mat thew 13:40-42.

2. The King and His King dom

For gen era tions the gos pel of the king dom has in vited men to
ac cept Je sus Christ as their Sav ior and Lord, and to be come part of
God’s king dom. The day of the Lord has a dif fer ent mes sage. There
is no longer any choice!

The king dom of the world has be come the king dom of our
Lord and His Christ; and He will reign for ever and ever.
(Reve la tion 11:15)

King Je sus will  now reign with eter nal sov er eignty over all
king doms, and He will do so through His body (He brews 2:5-11).
The prophet Dan iel prophe sied of this great day.

Then the sov er eignty, the do min ion and the great ness of all the 
king doms un der the whole heaven will be given to the peo ple
of the saints of the High est one; His king dom will be an ev er -
last ing king dom, and all the do min ions will serve and obey
Him. (Dan iel 7:27)

This will ful fill our Lord’s prayer: “Thy king dom come and
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Now in the day of the Lord, His words to His dis ci ples will be:

. . . come you blessed of My Fa ther, in herit the king dom pre -
pared for you from the foun da tion of the world. (Mat thew
25:34)

At His as cen sion, Je sus was raised up and seated at the right
hand of the Fa ther hav ing re ceived all author ity to rule. In the day of
the Lord, the fi nal har vest is com plete, and Je sus now visi bly mani -
fests His author ity to reign. The Fa ther has summed up all things in
His Son for the ful ness of the times, both in heaven and on earth.

He (God) has made known to us the mys tery of His will, ac -
cord ing to His kind in ten tion which He pur posed in Him (Je -
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sus) with a view to an ad mini stra tion (stew ard ship) suit able to
the ful ness of the times, that is, the sum ming up of all things in 
Christ, things in the heav ens and things on the earth. In Him
also we have ob tained an in heri tance, hav ing been pre des -
tined ac cord ing to His pur pose who works all things af ter the
coun sel of His will. (Ephe si ans 1:9-11)

The lord ship of Christ in His king dom is not sepa rate from His
head ship over His body, through who He will rule and reign. It is in
this sense that all things will be put in sub jec tion un der the feet of
man (He brews 2:5-8).

3. The Adop tion of Sons

Since hu man flesh and blood is per ish able, it can not in herit the 
king dom of God (1 Cor in thi ans 15:50). Be lievers must put on a glo -
ri fied body like Christ has, in or der to reign with Him. When we are
saved we re ceive the spirit of adop tion. This is a prom ise for our fu -
ture when Christ re turns in glory. At this time the Church is caught
up to meet the Lord in the air, and be liev ers re ceive their glo ri fied
bod ies, whether  by res ur rec tion or by trans for ma tion. The word of
God de scribes this mira cle of change as “the adop tion of sons.”

And not only this, but also we our selves, hav ing the first fruits
of the Spirit, even we groan within our selves, wait ing ea gerly
for our adop tion as sons, the re demp tion of our body. (Ro -
mans 8:23)

Since the fall of crea tion is a di rect re sult of man’s fall, it is
nec es sary that the full re demp tion of man takes place be fore crea tion
will be re newed; and crea tion ea gerly waits for this re veal ing of
God’s sons.

For the anx ious long ing of the crea tion waits ea gerly for the
re veal ing of the sons of God. For the crea tion was sub jected to 
fu til ity (de cay), not will ingly but be cause of Him who sub -
jected it, in hope that the crea tion it self also will be set free
from its slav ery to cor rup tion into the free dom of the glory of
the chil dren of God. (Ro mans 8:19-21).

Adop tion of sons is the first step in re newal of crea tion.
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4. The Mar riage Sup per of the Lamb

Be fore the day of the Lord be gins, the church is sym boli cally
re ferred to as an army (Joel 2:11, 25; Song of Solo mon 6:1-10). This
is par ticu larly ap pli ca ble dur ing the time of har vest and spiri tual
war fare that closes this age of grace. The church is a bride in army
boots.

Later, af ter the heaven and earth are made new, the bride of
Christ is re ferred to as the New Je ru sa lem, the holy city where God
dwells among His peo ple. The city has been adorned and clothed
with the glory of God to make her ready as the wife of the Lamb
(Reve la tion 21:2, 10-11).

What is sig nifi cant about the mar riage sup per of the Lamb
(Reve la tion 19:7-9)? Ap par ently it is a time cho sen by the Lord to
honor those who have made them selves ready for their place in
God’s eter nal city of rest.

All be liev ers will bear the im age of Christ in their res ur rec tion, 
but not all will have the same glory (1 Cor in thi ans 15:41-42; 2 Cor -
in thi ans 5:1-3). Glory will dis tin guish be tween the five wise and the
five fool ish vir gins; and glory will dis tin guish be tween the bride and
those invited to the mar riage sup per of the Lamb. The Lord’s prom -
ises of glory are to over com ers.

He who over comes, I will make him a pil lar in the tem ple of My 
God, and he will not go out from it any more; and I will write
on him the name of My God, and name of the city of My God,
the new Je ru sa lem, which comes down from heaven from My
God, and My new name. (Reve la tion 3:12)

The ques tion we face is sim ple; are we ready for the day of the
Lord?

Conclusion

When we re ceive our glo ri fied bod ies at the re turn of Christ,
we will have His mind. We will know even as we are known, and we
will un der stand the pur pose of God in what takes place. For this rea -
son, it is un prof it able for be liev ers to day to be di vided over how
events will un fold af ter the day of the Lord. It is un im por tant whether 
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one’s in ter pre ta tion of the fu ture is mil len nial, amil len nial or some -
thing else. The su premely im por tant is sue is how well we are pre -
pared for the day of the Lord!

The in ten tion of God is to fill the earth with His glory, and for
His chil dren to gain that glory. In the time of deep dark ness ahead of
us, His glory will rise upon the church. Signs and won ders greater
than ever seen be fore will take place, even as some are mar tyred for
their faith (John 14:12). The cen tral ity of Christ will be es sen tial. Be -
liev ers must not pro mote or over em pha size any min is try or mani fes -
ta tion of the Holy Spirit. All eyes must be on our won der ful Lord.
His words to us are: “Be hold, I am com ing quickly, and My re ward is 
with Me, to ren der to every man ac cord ing to what he has done.”

Even so, come, Lord Je sus.
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